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his constituents in Chelsea he expressed his belief that in
recent times much of the power of the Congress had been
due to bluff and that a large section of Indian opinion not
associated with Congress (such as the Princes, the Moslems
and the Depressed classes) would make its " weight felt
in the Government " under the proposed Reforms. " The
best way to beat Congress," writes Sir Samuel, " is to give
these influences their chance." Confident of the strength
that would be supplied by these conservative elements
in India, Lord Brabourne l expressed his conviction at a
debate in the House of Lords that an early constitutional
advance on Federal lines would deprive the heterogeneous
Congress Party of many of its grievances and much of its
cohesion.
But none of these sections of Indian opinion in whose
strength and support the Government put so much faith
took advantage of the situation that arose from the collapse
of the Civil Disobedience Movement to create an effective
party machine in order to get into touch with the electorate.
The Congress still remains a power, and through its extensive
organization commands to a certain degree " the will of the
people/'
CL THE BURMA ROUND  TABLE CONFERENCE
The principle of the separation of Burma from India,
as recommended by the Indian Statutory Commission, was
accepted by the Burma sub-Committee of the first Round
Table Conference. It was, however, necessary to consult
the wishes of the Burmese nation in regard to the details
involved in the change. Accordingly, on August 20, 1931,
the Government announced their intention to convene a
Burma Round Table Conference, which met in London on
November 27, 1931, under the chairmanship of Lord Peel.
The Conference was formally opened by King Edward VIII
(then the Prince of Wales).
1 Now Governor of Bombay.

